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which is inclosed, has been sent to the consuls at Calcutta and Bombay 
with instructions to decline to certify invoices of this commodity and to 
issue similar instructions to the consular agents under their supervision. 
Kespectfully, Thos. W. Cridler, 

Third Assistant Secretary. 
Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

flnclosure.l 

Quarantine regulations in regard to bone dust. 

Department op State, 

Washington, D. C, April 81, 1900. 
To the consular officers of the United States in Europe: 

This Department is informed by the Secretary of the Treasury, under date of the 
11th instant, that bone dust or bone meal is being shipped from Bombay, a port infected 
with bubonic plague, to the United States via Liverpool, Glasgow, and, perhaps, other 
ports in Great Britain and on the continent of Europe. It has been found that the 
material is capable of carrying infection, and should not therefore be shipped at the 
present time. 
You will so inform shippers and be governed accordingly. 

Thos. W. Cridleb, 

Third Assistant Secretary. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine Hospital Service.] 
Pneumonia in Butte, Montana. 

Butte, Mont., May 2, 1900. 

Sir : Owing to the exaggerated accounts of the prevalence of pneu- 
monia, as published by eastern papers, I feel it incumbent upon myself, 
as health officer, to advise you of the real situation, and would state 
that Butte has an altitude of nearly 8,000 feet, and pneumonia consti- 
tutes, at all times in season, one of our most prevalent, as well as most 
fatal, diseases ; at the same time it can not be denied that the disease 
this spring has been unusually prevalent as well as fatal, and I believe 
the mortality will approach 50 per cent of the cases, as recent tele- 
grams sent you stated, but the disease presents every phase of typical 
pneumonia, except a greater death rate and a more violent course in 
each individual. I will state symptoms, etc., of all cases which have 
come under my immediate observation : Initiated by chill, headache, 
pain in chest, followed by fever and its usual phenomena, spitting of 
blood and frothy mucous, depression, fullness and flatness on percussion 
of lungs. Cases usually succumb about the sixth or seventh day, 
usually from asphyxia, but frequently from syncope. Several physi- 
cians have made necropsies and have found red and gray hepatization 
of area involved ; those recovering pass crisis about ninth day, and 
resolution progresses with usual crepitus redux and expectoration. 

The profession (intelligent) is a unit in pronouncing the disease 
pneumonia. 

Serum received to-day and will be used as you advise, or kept await- 
ing more indications for its exhibition. 

Bespectfully, J. Newton Alexander, 

Health Officer. 

P. S. — Some abatement in last few days. 



